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MINISTER FOR EDUCATION AND TRAINING — CAMP SCHOOL CLOSURES 
47. Mr P.J. RUNDLE to the Premier: 
Given reports today from ABC Mid West and Wheatbelt that the Minister for Education and Training did not 
consult with the Department of Sport and Recreation or scope interest from non-government organisations prior 
to announcing plans to sell Western Australia’s six camp schools, can the Premier please explain what the plan for 
the camp schools is? Will they be sold, operated by an NGO or operated by another government department, or is 
this government just making policy on the run? 
Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
Thank you to the member for Roe. As the Minister for Education and Training has announced, the plan is for the 
education department to withdraw its funding support for the camp schools, as they are called, except for the one 
located in Broome. I explained to the house yesterday that the reason is that we are seeking private sector NGOs to 
operate those facilities, and that is the arrangement we will take forward. I have said that one of the locations we are 
withdrawing that funding support for is at Point Peron in my electorate. From memory, that will have a saving of 
somewhere over the $7 million mark. As I said yesterday, there are still around 20 alternative options in existence 
across Western Australia, run by the department of the Minister for Sport and Recreation, and also a range of non-
government operations, including some famous ones down near Busselton. That is the plan. We will seek a non-
government organisation to run it so that the Department of Education does not have to fund it—there is a whole 
range of alternative options out there—and I think most people would say that is a reasonable arrangement. The 
reason we are in that position is that the Liberal and National Parties lost the state forty thousand million dollars. 
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